
Putting students first to make learning last a lifetime.  

Celebrating academics, diversity, and innovation. 

POSITIVELY PASCO 
 
 Your Online Connection to Pasco Schools 

 Chiawana STEM Teams Impress at State MESA Competition 
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Two teams from Chiawana High School made quite 

an impression at the Math, Engineering, Science 

Achievement (MESA) State competition at the Mi-

crosoft campus in Redmond on May 14. 

The freshmen CHS STEM team competed against six 

other teams in the Engineering Design competition, 

where they had to design, build and program a pros-

thetic arm and hand to perform challenges. They also 

had to complete a technical paper, display board and 

oral presentation. The team of Hunter Lighthall, 

Cris Ayala, Alexandro Lucatero and Andrew 

Gualco placed 1st in performance and finished 2nd 

overall. 

“I was really impressed by their perseverance,” says 

Shelly Stahl, who’s a STEM teacher at Chiawana and 

also serves as the team’s advisor. “They ran into some 

challenges early on when some of their equipment got 

damaged right before the competition started. But 

they just buckled down and fixed the equipment, and 

were still able to finish 2nd overall. They did a great 

job!” 

Meanwhile, the junior CHS STEM team competed in 

the Computer Science Challenge where they designed 

their own app and wrote a technical paper. The team 

of Alma Ramos, Isabel Munguia, Griselda An-

drade and Lesley Munguia also finished 2nd overall. 

Congratulations to both teams for their hard work and 

impressive achievements. 

       

   

From left to right: Alexandro Lucatero, Hunter Lighthall, 

Instructor Shelly Stahl, Chris Ayala & Andrew Gualco cel-

ebrate their 2nd place finish at MESA State in Redmond. 

From left to right: Isabel Munguia, Griselda Andrade, 

Lesley Munguia & Alma Ramos show off their 2nd place 

ribbons from MESA State competition. 
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Catch Pasco’s “Mariachi Madness” Concert on June 3 
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Mariachi Madness is coming to Pasco on June 3 at 7 

p.m. at Pasco High School’s Gregson Auditorium.  

Pasco High School’s Mariachi Reyes de Pasco and 

Chiawana High School’s Mariachi Halcón del Río 

will be performing with special guests Ochoa Middle 

School Mariachi Ensemble and Kaliflorico Dance 

Group.  

“I am so pleased 

that our communi-

ty will have an op-

portunity to enjoy 

this concert. It has 

been such a pleas-

ure to watch out-

standing perfor-

mances by our 

Mariachi stu-

dents,” says Super-

intendent Saundra 

Hill. “I am proud 

of what our teach-

ers and students 

have accomplished 

thanks to the support of our community. Music is one 

of the programs that keep our students engaged and in 

school. Mariachi is among the reasons our District 

has been named a Best Communities for Music Edu-

cation nine times since 2000.” 

In April, Pasco School District was once again named 

a Best Communities for Music Education in the 

NAMM Foundation, due in part to innovative pro-

grams like Mariachi and World Drumming.  

“We have come a long 

way in a short time,” 

says Hill.  

Pasco’s strings program 

was cut in the 1970s due 

to a levy failure and was 

just reinstated in 2008 

after more than three 

decades. “The success 

and growth of our 

strings program in the 

past eight years is re-

markable,” says Hill. “I 

can’t wait to see where it 

goes from here.” 

Mariachi Halcón del Río 

and Ochoa Middle School Mariachi Ensemble are 

under the direction of Allen Madsen, and Mariachi 

Reyes de Pasco is directed by Matthew Polk. 

Pasco High’s Mariachi Reyes de Pasco will perform on June 3 as 

part of  Mariachi Madness at Gregson Auditorium. 

Pasco Artists Honored 

Congratulations to Pasco High School senior Michael 

Torres, who finished 2nd in the "overall best portfolio" 

competition in the annual Allied Arts high school senior 

scholarship. His work was on display and for sale at the 

Allied Arts gallery in Richland during the month of May. 

Gisela Ponce also earned an honorable mention in the 

same competition and her work was also on display at the 

gallery. Congratulations to both of these Pasco HS stu-

dents for their artistic achievements! 

A guest admires Michael Torres’ artwork on display 

at the Allied Arts Gallery in Richland. 



 

 

 

NEWS Positively Pasco 

3 

A sea of tents and colorful t-shirts 

covered the track at Chiawana High 

School on May 10 as more 500 ath-

letes gathered for the regional Special 

Olympics Track and Field meet. The 

athletes came from elementary, mid-

dle and high schools from all over the 

Mid-Columbia. 

Coaches and members of the Chia-

wana Track team ran all the individu-

al events for the athletes. 

Students in Chiawana’s Leadership and ART (Aggression 

Replacement Training) programs served as one-on-one 

assistants for the Special Olympians. They also organized 

Olympic Town, a carnival-like area where more than 30 

games and activities were set up for the athletes to enjoy 

while they waited to compete in their events. 

“This event is very near and dear to the hearts of the lead-

ership program at Chiawana High School,” says Sarah 

Leduc, Leadership and ART teacher at Chiawana. “We 

love that we are able to give back to the community in this 

way.”   

 

 

 

Chiawana’s Partners in Educating All Kids! (PEAK!) part-

ners Dutch Bros. Coffee and Papa John’s Pizza gave away 

prizes to the athletes, and Umpqua Bank provided ice cream 

for all of the competitors. 

PEAK! Partner ConAgra Foods also provided potatoes and 

condiments to feed all the volunteers at lunch. 

A big thank you to the dozens of Chiawana students, teach-

ers, administrators and other volunteers who made the event 

a tremendous success for all the Special Olympians!  

Chiawana HS Hosts Regional Special Olympics Track Meet 

A Twain Elementary athlete offers some encourage-

ment to an athlete from Livingston Elementary during 

the Special Olympics Track Meet at Chiawana HS. 

Livingston Elementary’s Cynthia Gutierrez 

shares some advice with one of her athletes dur-

ing the softball throw competition. 
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For more than 20 years, Susie Wells has been making 

sure that students in Pasco schools are feeling their 

best when they’re in the classroom. She knows that 

when students are healthy, they can become better 

learners. 

Now, Susie is getting a little recognition for her dec-

ades of dedication to Pasco’s students. She’s been 

named Washington’s School Nurse of the Year for 

the 2016-17 school year. She was nominated by  

Kristi Docken, the district’s Director of Special  

services and 

Early Inter-

vention, and 

several of her 

Pasco col-

leagues.  

“Susie is stu-

dent focused, 

wanting to 

ensure stu-

dents are 

healthy and 

ready to learn 

when they 

come to 

school,” says 

Docken. “She 

welcomes 

them into the 

health room, 

listens to their needs, and addresses the issues. She 

will do whatever needs to be done to make sure our 

students have their health needs met.” 

Wells says she was surprised when she received the 

email congratulating her on the School Nurse of the 

Year honor. “It’s humbling and overwhelming,” 

Wells says. “It left me speechless for about a week, 

and for people who know me well, that doesn’t hap-

pen very often!” 

Her nursing career spans 38 years, and Wells has 

spent the last 25 years with the Pasco School District.  

For 23 years, she was the nurse at Longfellow Ele-

mentary before spending the last two years at New 

Horizons High School. She’s also stepped up as a 

leader for the district’s nursing team. 

In many school districts, nurses will be assigned to 

several different schools and may only get to spend 

one day a 

week at each 

school.  

That’s not the 

case in Pasco 

where the dis-

trict has taken 

a different 

approach.  

“Pasco has 

put a high val-

ue on putting 

a nurse in the 

building,” 

Wells says. 

“The adminis-

trators realize 

that building 

those relation-

ships, getting 

to know the families, helping the kids get access to 

health care, keeping the kids safe, it all helps them to 

perform better in the classroom.” 

Wells will be honored by the School Nurse Organiza-

tion of Washington at their annual fall conference in 

October.  She’ll also be recognized at the National 

Association of School Nurses annual conference in 

June 2017. 

Pasco’s Susie Wells Named Washington School Nurse of the Year 

New Horizons High School nurse Susie Wells will be honored by the School Nurses 

Organization of Washington at their annual fall conference in October. 
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Some big guests stopped by for lunch at      

Stevens Middle School on May 12. Several 

players from the Tri-Cities Fever football team 

met with students in the cafeteria during the 

school’s lunch periods. 

The player visit was the top prize in the United 

Way’s “Attendance Matters” contest at the Fe-

ver football game on March 5. Stevens Middle 

School earned the top prize by having more 

students check-in at the United Way table at 

the game than any other middle school in the 

Tri-Cities area. 

“We’ve really been focused on improving our 

attendance numbers,” says Raquel Martinez, 

Stevens assistant principal. “Giving the kids a 

chance to win a prize like this shows them that 

their hard work can really pay off.”  

The players met with students and talked with them about the importance of setting goals, going to school eve-

ry day and getting a good education. They also shared some inspirational stories and answered questions from 

the students. Afterwards, the players signed autographs and took selfies with the students, and even went out-

side to play some flag football with anybody interested in challenging them. 

Tri-Cities Fever Players Visit Stevens Middle School 

 

Saluting Students 

New Horizons High School stu-

dents Roxanna Martinez (far left), 

Jose Gonzalez (2nd from right) 

and Jesus Mendoza (far right) led 

the flag salute at the Board of   

Directors meeting on May 24. 

Students in the Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) 

Excel program helped Stevens Middle School win the United Way’s 

“Attendance Matters” contest with the Tri-Cities Fever. 
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The nice thing about teamwork is that you always have others on your side. PEAK! of the WEEK honors went out to 

four partners for being a great example of that teamwork Chiawana High School PEAK! partners State Farm Insurance-

Vladimir Krinitsyn, ConAgra Foods, Dutch Bros. Coffee and Papa Johns Pizza all collaborated to help make the Spe-

cial Olympics a success. ConAgra Foods graciously provided potatoes and condiments to feed all the volunteers for the 

day. Vladimir Krinitsyn (State Farm Insurance) provided water bottles for all athletes. Dutch Bros. and Papa Johns pro-

vided giveaways for the athletes at their Olympic Town, a carnival-like setting where there were more than 30 games 

and activities for the athletes to play while they waited for their individual events to take place. 

 

Congratulations to all of our PEAK! of the Week partners! 

Congratulations to McLoughlin Middle School special edu-

cation teacher Stacey Regan! She was surprised with a 

classroom makeover on May 12 by Kadlec and KNDU-TV. 

Several students and even some of Regan's family members 

were there with flowers, hugs and smiles for the big sur-

prise. 

Regan says she had no idea what was going on and thanked 

her paraeducators Kristina Knash and Karla Grimaldo for 

their hard work and support in the classroom. “I just feel so 

loved and so surprised. I’m so thankful to have Kris and 

Karla,” Regan says. “I wouldn’t have been able to do any-

thing without these girls this year.” 

Regan will get $500 to spend on supplies for her classroom.  Students and family members help Stacey Regan 

celebrate her Classroom Makeover from Kadlec 

and KNDU-TV. 
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May 30: Memorial Day - No School 

June 1: Team Pasco House Dedication: 2 p.m. 

June 10: New Horizons HS Graduation: 7 p.m. CBC Gjerde Center 

June 11: Chiawana HS Graduation: 10 a.m. Edgar Brown Stadium 

June 11: Delta HS Graduation: 3 p.m. CBC Gjerde Center  

June 11: Pasco HS Graduation: 6 p.m. Edgar Brown Stadium 

June 14: Board of Directors Meeting: 6:30 p.m.  

June 21: Last Day of School 

Board Notes 05-24-16 
 

Study Session 
 Randy Nunamaker presented an update on potential bond proposals.  

 

Special Recognition 

 Leslee Caul recognized the members of the English Language Arts (ELA) and Math Curriculum Committees for 

their hard work, dedication and time in choosing new curricular materials.  

 

Reports/Discussions: 

 Sarah Thornton presented a first reading for some proposed policy changes for vacations and disposal of surplus 

equipment and materials. 

 Howard Roberts presented a budget report summarizing the 2014-15 results of operations and financial position for 

the district. Revenue and expenditure comparisons with other districts were also provided. 

 Tim Sullivan presented an update on the After School All-Stars program that provides healthy, fun and engaging 

activities to Pasco School District students. 

 

Action Items: 

 The Board approved the selection of Bond Scenario 11 for a special election in February 2017 

 The Board approved Resolution 923 accepting the Pasco High School Audio Visual Upgrade project as final and 

complete. 

 The Board approved Resolution 924 expressing intent to construct Pasco High School Phase III Project. 

 The Board approved Resolution 925  accepting the bid proposal and entering into contract with Fowler General 

Construction for the Pasco High School Phase III Project. 

 

Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Bid Approval of Building 210 Freezer Project; Approval of Architect Recommendations 

for building projects; Bid Approval of Twain Parking Lot Renovation; Bid Approval of Stevens Site Improvements 

Phase II; Out of State student travel - Chiawana High School Mathematics, Engineering, Science Achievement (MESA) 

to the Oregon Zoo in Portland, OR; Out of State Overnight student travel - Chiawana High School Speech and Debate 

Club to National Competition in Salt Lake City and Sandy, UT; Overnight student travel - Chiawana High School Asso-

ciated Student Body Leadership to La Cima Leadership Camp in Randle, WA. 
 

Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You 

can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: 

www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District You Tube channel: Pasco 

School 

Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December 

and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly schooled board meetings 

at 4:30 p.m. Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting.  Agendas and minutes can be viewed at 

www.psd1.org/domain/24. 

Upcoming Events: 

 

 


